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Getting Started 

Welcome to our Home page. The first thing you will notice is the tabs at the top – in English and 

Welsh if you hover your mouse over the titles. You can also reach the Welsh and English pages if 

you click on the text in the circles below the welcome banner. 

 

First thing’s first: the students should go to RESEARCH QUESTIONS/CHOOSING A QUESTION 

page to download worksheets on: 

1) How to develop their question for their topic 

2) How to plan out their project thoroughly 

 

In class, the students can watch the videos on this page (the first one will start to play 

automatically, and has sound). You may wish to play this in class so everyone can benefit from it, or 

perhaps one of the two videos below the Worksheets would be better for your class. They are all in 

English – If you would like to make a Welsh version for the site, please do and send 

welshbacchistory@gmail.com the file to upload!  
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Research Questions: Lesson Time 

 

 

Whichever of the three videos you choose, the whole Welsh Bacc class could benefit as the 

principles of choosing a research topic and question will be exactly the same regardless of subject. 

The worksheet labelled BRAINSTORMING can be downloaded for the students to brainstorm their 

ideas and refine them in class. The worksheet labelled ACTION PLAN can be downloaded and, just 

like the BRAINSTORMING worksheet, be applied for any subject area or topic the student wishes 

to work on. These worksheets can be filled in during lesson time. We recommend that teachers 

have a look at the worksheets beforehand. These are available in both English and Welsh.  

 

Additional resources can be found on the WJEC website, linked by the big blue button. If these are 

out of date, please contact WJEC and drop welshbacchistory@gmail.com a line if the link is broken. 

You can do so via our Contact Us page.  
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Independent Study Time/Lesson Time 

 

Students can begin learning about research in their own time, via the RESEARCH SKILLS pages. 

They can be directed to these in lesson time, and taken through them by the teacher.  

 

 

 

The side bar has links to:  

(1) A video produced by Cardiff University Libraries on how to evaluate whether a website is 

trustworthy or not  

(2) A .pdf they can download, which is a Google Advanced Search walkthrough, teaching them how 

to use Google effectively  

(3) A video produced by Cardiff University Libraries on the pros and cons of Wikipedia.   

The HOW DO I RESEARCH? box has links to note-taking advice and plagiarism guidance from 

Cardiff University Library Services. 

This page and the .pdf is also available in Welsh, but the videos are not. If the students need help 

gathering sources, there is the RESEARCH RESOURCES page under the RESEARCH SKILLS tab to 
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help them – this can be accessed in their own time, or in class. This page can also be accessed via 

the big green button on the page. Other resources linked to on this page are also courtesy of Cardiff 

University Library Services.  

 

If students have indicated on their ACTION PLAN that they will need to conduct interviews, they 

should go to the ORAL HISTORY: ‘HOW TO’ PODCASTS (also under the RESEARCH SKILLS tab).  

 

There are five podcasts from the Minnesota History Society available to listen/watch. The students 

can practice their note-taking skills during the podcasts, either jotting down notes as they listen or 

pausing after each one to recap the main points and listening again.  

 

It is recommended that this is done in independent study time, as they may not be able to get 

through all five in class time. This is up to the teacher’s discretion though – there is the opportunity 

to be flexible depending on how many students need to know how to conduct interviews and learn 

these kinds of skills.  
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If the students have listened to the 

podcasts on how to conduct interviews 

and gather information, then they can 

learn how to handle historical 

information in class time.  

 

They can also reach the resources list 

via the RESEARCH SKILLS main page, 

which has a big green button linking to 

this page.   

 

 

 

 

Again, it’s up to the teacher whether this is supported in lesson time, or is solely used in 

independent study periods.  
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Source Analysis 

 

When students are gathering their sources and looking at their data, they will need to analyse the 

information to extrapolate their conclusions. They may want to look at newspapers, diaries, 

interview scripts, and so on. How should they approach these things?  

 

First, the Source Analysis page provides the right questions to ask – in class, students should make 

notes on these questions, or copy and paste from the website to print out.  
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The students should attempt both exercises, in order. The first is a source they will probably have 

never encountered before: they need to read the background information from the BBC website 

link to get an overview of the topic, and this will help them to answer the questions in the 

worksheet (which they can download). The teacher guidance version of the worksheet will help you 

to assess their work and give them pointers on how to improve their analysis.  

 

There is no right or wrong answer; students are learning a method they can apply to other 

scenarios.  

 

 

 

They can move on to exercise 2 

once the first exercise is 

completed – this time they will be 

learning how to read sources 

closely, and compare them. The 

teacher guidance version of the 

exercise is also available to 

download, and again does not 

provide “answers” but explains at 

each section what the student 

should be doing, and providing 

questions the teacher can ask in 

order to encourage the student to 

think independently about the 

exercise.  
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Exercise 2 must be completed using the two embedded websites – The BBC and Washington Post, 

and the link to The Guardian’s story. All three reports are on the Riots of 2011.  

 

 

The worksheets again should be 

downloaded = there is no right or 

wrong answer, but there is a way to 

think about these stories, and make 

comparisons between them. 

 

The teacher guidance for the 

activity again provides the 

questions a teacher could ask the 

students to get the most out of the 

comparison, and indicates what 

skills are being developed or called 

for.  

 

Students should then attempt to 

apply these skills to their own 

source material – including the 

secondary sources (historians and 

others reporting on the events or 

topics they are covering).  

 

The Welsh language version of this 

page is of the worksheets only; 

there is no online content in Welsh 

on these riots. Any online Welsh 

content on something similar could 

be substituted: if you have 

suggestions, please use the Contact 

Us form or email 

welshbacchistory@gmail.com.  
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Writing Up 

 

Most Universities don’t use Harvard referencing at all for Humanities subjects, and students will 

lose marks at degree level for incorrect references. The WJEC has plenty on Harvard references, but 

this website also introduces students to MHRA, and gives the opportunity to practice footnotes 

instead of in-line referencing.  

 

 

 

It is up to the teacher whether this is recommended, or practiced in class time with the answers 

in .pdf form and the worksheet in Word.doc for students to edit and print out. Since the Welsh 

Bacc generally encourages Harvard, this is there purely for those students looking to do a History 

degree, to help with the transition and get them to practice this footnoting method prior to 

University level.  


