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Getting Started

Welcome to our Home page. The first thing you will notice is the tabs at the top - in English and
Welsh if you hover your mouse over the titles. You can also reach the Welsh and English pages if
you click on the text in the circles below the welcome banner.

First thing’s first: the students should go to RESEARCH QUESTIONS/CHOOSING A QUESTION
page to download worksheets on:

1) How to develop their question for their topic
2) How to plan out their project thoroughly

CHOOSING A RESEARCH
QUESTION

WHAT MAKES A GOOD QUESTION?

What makes a good research guestion? You want your guestion to be:

1. FOCUSED

What is a research question? 3 INTERESTING
Why do | need one?

How do | create one? 3. LINKING TO CURRENT AFFAIRS
How do | know it’s good?
What do | do with it? 4. SOMETHING YOU CAN RESEARCH EASILY

Watch the videos to get an idea about what makes a good and a bad

¥ . I r
0:04/5:07 @ o Wik ] question for your topic. Then download the worksheets below.

WORKSHEETS

‘WELSH BACC RESOURCES

BRAINSTORMING ACTION PLAN WJEC_CBAC

A A

Welsh Bacc Resaurces Brainstorm (1).pdf Individual Investigation pdf
Download the worksheet to Download the worksheet to
begin working on your begin working on your
research topic question! research topic plan!

In class, the students can watch the videos on this page (the first one will start to play
automatically, and has sound). You may wish to play this in class so everyone can benefit from it, or
perhaps one of the two videos below the Worksheets would be better for your class. They are all in
English - If you would like to make a Welsh version for the site, please do and send
welshbacchistory@gmail.com the file to upload!
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Research Questions: Lesson Time

WELSH BACC RESOURCES

BRAINSTORMING ACTION PLAN WJEC_CBAC
PDF PDF
Welsh Bacc Resources Brainstorm (1).pdf Individual Investigation.pdf
Download the worksheet to Download the worksheet to
begin working on your begin working on your
research topic question! research topic plan!

How to Develop a Good R

L
=

interesti
and relevant
to me T

[ ] G o

Contact us at welshbacchistory Welsh Translation supplied by :
(at) gmail.com Fiona Gannon

Whichever of the three videos you choose, the whole Welsh Bacc class could benefit as the
principles of choosing a research topic and question will be exactly the same regardless of subject.
The worksheet labelled BRAINSTORMING can be downloaded for the students to brainstorm their
ideas and refine them in class. The worksheet labelled ACTION PLAN can be downloaded and, just
like the BRAINSTORMING worksheet, be applied for any subject area or topic the student wishes
to work on. These worksheets can be filled in during lesson time. We recommend that teachers
have a look at the worksheets beforehand. These are available in both English and Welsh.

Additional resources can be found on the WJEC website, linked by the big blue button. If these are
out of date, please contact WJEC and drop welshbacchistory@gmail.com a line if the link is broken.

You can do so via our Contact Us page.
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Independent Study Time/Lesson Time

Students can begin learning about research in their own time, via the RESEARCH SKILLS pages.
They can be directed to these in lesson time, and taken through them by the teacher.

" RESEARCH SKILLS

.OW DO I RESEARCH?

HOW DO IKNOW IF AN
INTERNET SOURCE (LIKE A

‘WEBSITE) IS A GOOD ONE
OR NOT?

p you with your
Soc

u putt
by Cardiff University Library Services, by diicking on the links below:

INOTE TAKING TIPS

AVOIDING PLAGIARISM TUTORIAL

PLAGIARISM QUIZ
HOW TO USE GOOGLE IN
YOUR RESEARCH

[ T—

W have some 2000 adivice on how to tell if the
nformation yol dor nat -

SEARCHING FOR SOURCES? LET US HELP!

GOOGLE ADVANCED
SEARCH WALKTHROUGH

PDF

A

Googie Advanced Searcn Walkthrough palf CLICK HERE
Download the pdf file to wark through how to FOR ARCHIVES
u le Advanced Search for your resarch,

AND LIBRARIES
NEAR YOU

The side bar has links to:

(1) A video produced by Cardiff University Libraries on how to evaluate whether a website is
trustworthy or not

(2) A .pdf they can download, which is a Google Advanced Search walkthrough, teaching them how
to use Google effectively

(3) A video produced by Cardiff University Libraries on the pros and cons of Wikipedia.

The HOW DO I RESEARCH? box has links to note-taking advice and plagiarism guidance from
Cardiff University Library Services.

This page and the .pdf'is also available in Welsh, but the videos are not. If the students need help
gathering sources, there is the RESEARCH RESOURCES page under the RESEARCH SKILLS tab to
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help them - this can be accessed in their own time, or in class. This page can also be accessed via
the big green button on the page. Other resources linked to on this page are also courtesy of Cardiff
University Library Services.

If students have indicated on their ACTION PLAN that they will need to conduct interviews, they
should go to the ORAL HISTORY: ‘HOW TO’ PODCASTS (also under the RESEARCH SKILLS tab).

e |

llg: HOME CHOOSING A QUESTION SOURCE ANALYSIS RESEARCH SKILLS CONTACT US GO TO WELSH BACC SITE

ORAL HISTORY:
INTERVIEWS & RESEARCH

How to do
Oral Hlstoa

Podcast Serij

Why do Oral History?

Here are five podcasts from the Minnesota Historical Society (U.S.) - a history YouTube Channel that you can
subscribe to by clicking here. These podcasts will explain why oral history projects are important, and how to
write interview scripts and collect information for your interview. Watch the five parts to get a good idea of
how to write and conduct your interviews, and what to do when things don't seem to be going well.

CE3Cl By (e

There are five podcasts from the Minnesota History Society available to listen/watch. The students
can practice their note-taking skills during the podcasts, either jotting down notes as they listen or
pausing after each one to recap the main points and listening again.

It is recommended that this is done in independent study time, as they may not be able to get
through all five in class time. This is up to the teacher’s discretion though - there is the opportunity
to be flexible depending on how many students need to know how to conduct interviews and learn
these kinds of skills.
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‘elsh

acc
Resources

<

REFERENCING

Resources Scoop.it page, where we have =
iSTOK,  SH=mEes
il e Monjun 27 2016

bapesitea

@HsClassroom

Stfstoryxve

Mon Jun 272016

Mon jun 27 2016

WelshLibrarses.org has lots of great |

If the students have listened to the
podcasts on how to conduct interviews
and gather information, then they can
learn how to handle historical
information in class time.

They can also reach the resources list
via the RESEARCH SKILLS main page,
which has a big green button linking to

this page.

Again, it’s up to the teacher whether this is supported in lesson time, or is solely used in

independent study periods.
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Source Analysis

When students are gathering their sources and looking at their data, they will need to analyse the
information to extrapolate their conclusions. They may want to look at newspapers, diaries,
interview scripts, and so on. How should they approach these things?

First, the Source Analysis page provides the right questions to ask - in class, students should make
notes on these questions, or copy and paste from the website to print out.

WHAT'S A
SOURCE, AND

HOW DO I USE IT?

. The skills you
yrical thought.

whkh cema
How far can you put yourself I the snoes of the first reciplerts?

Avokd simply paraphrasing the cocument of writing an historical account of te pecpie or events & may descrie. This Is nok the paint of the
Eexercize. We Wit £ know what you maks of the document Itself, how Important you think It may be and now far you canset It In o wider
historical context.

6010 EXERETSE 1 50 10 EXERGISE 2

WHAT TO ASK:

WHO is writing? WHAT sort of
source is it?

Does the individual in question identify himself or

ecific purpose? ls it a clip of
n interview, a diary. a

herself by name? Are there enough elues 1

Enformed guess about their

fgender/class job? Does

5 it follow a d

this

Is the veice coming to us at first hand, or .
, why? Can you find others

sa

a party “vetring” or reporting somebody else's
words?

. . ol 1 work was for. IF ir i
HOW objective or example, and smnecie switches from
il‘l‘lpartial iS the .lillylisll 1o Wel re excited or
N happy or e reason, that
writer? might show you that Welsh was their first
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The students should attempt both exercises, in order. The first is a source they will probably have
never encountered before: they need to read the background information from the BBC website

link to get an overview of the topic, and this will help them to answer the questions in the

worksheet (which they can download). The teacher guidance version of the worksheet will help you

to assess their work and give them pointers on how to improve their analysis.

ht or wrong answer; students are learning a method they can apply to other

is no rig

There

scenarios.

They can move on to exercise 2

once the first exercise is

completed - this time they will be

learning how to read sources
closely, and compare them. The
teacher guidance version of the
exercise is also available to

download, and again does not

”

provide “answers” but explains at
each section what the student

should be doing, and providing

questions the teacher can ask in

order to encourage the student to
think independently about the

exercise.

i
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HOOSING A QUESTION
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Exercise 2 must be completed using the two embedded websites — The BBC and Washington Post,
and the link to The Guardian’s story. All three reports are on the Riots of 2011.

' oo O attmenc: Swawnfos ©
ArINg SOUTCeE: ESTCLEE =

Lo

Part of being a historian is thinking critically about sources, and comparing one source with another. You cannot get a full picture
with only one source!

Herw e & seioction of reports an tha Lendan Ricts of 2011, Read th repers aritically - ask yursell guessons atiowt who is writng thom, what the
rapoeines want you ta think whon you read the repert, and what scit of imagas they ars using to put their peints acrass. ONLY READ THE
NEWSPAPER REPOATS THEMSELVES.

For more context to the Chartism

and a timefine of the p dick on this link: BBC REPORT > CHARTISM

Fer mors conted o the Landan Riats and a timeling of the violence, click an this nk: BAC REPORT » LONDON RICTS 2011

A

Exertize 2 Teacner Guidance. pl

OBE o)+ = -
NEWS

Home WK Wold Business

Search q &

Find locsl news 9

Paifics

Tech | Sclence | Moe -

Mom -

UK | Engand | Nimiand Scofland | A3 | Wales

London riots: Your reaction

& August 2011 | UK =2 3nam

Palice have condemned a
wave of “copycat criminal
activity”™ across London in
a second night of looting
and disorder following riots
in Tottenham.

Reant e

Thiz Iz an AMERICAN newspaper. Ar ey
Imgartiss, or can you £ee & bles? What are
they saying? Make some nctes on the key
things the report says. What angle are tney
taking? What are tney Interested In
reporting?

hinaton Post

Opinians

Conclusions we can’t draw
about London’s riots

By Annc Applebawum Columnist =

‘Riots in the British capital have hit inner-city
Tottenham, suburban Ealing, gritty Hackney, chic
Metting Hill. Windows have been smashed, video
cameras stolen and cars sat ablaze Young men in
hooded sweatshirts congrezated on street corners and
charged the police. “Copycat” riots have followed across
the country, from Bristol to Mettingham. And nobody
really knows why.

Sran tha snmment nares of the Rritich nress and wnn

The Guardian Iz 2 Left Wing
mewspaper. Can you sex a blas? What are
Shey saying? Make soime nates on the key
things tne video report says Who have they

welshbacchistory@gmail.com.

The worksheets again should be
downloaded = there is no right or
wrong answer, but there is a way to
think about these stories, and make
comparisons between them.

The teacher guidance for the
activity again provides the
questions a teacher could ask the
students to get the most out of the
comparison, and indicates what
skills are being developed or called
for.

Students should then attempt to
apply these skills to their own
source material - including the
secondary sources (historians and
others reporting on the events or
topics they are covering).

The Welsh language version of this
page is of the worksheets only;
there is no online content in Welsh
on these riots. Any online Welsh
content on something similar could
be substituted: if you have
suggestions, please use the Contact
Us form or email
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Writing Up

Most Universities don’t use Harvard referencing at all for Humanities subjects, and students will
lose marks at degree level for incorrect references. The WJEC has plenty on Harvard references, but
this website also introduces students to MHRA, and gives the opportunity to practice footnotes
instead of in-line referencing.

ous resect 1o e thes resacer (2] whese you gt
your leces o (1) where your cuoes corme:

Why ol nescl 1o reference my
wrk?

Thas very serious - and il will cause youlo
il Mk et yeou references your werk
therougily in the comet Formel

Foumtes g st the end of the
senlerioe ahe the bl sicp I pou
hokd cawn Cx| + AR » Fheys
Iogethes, Word wil suoresicaly
Rtk

16 you have to use the MHRA system, here's how:

Books:

Books are eited with the author name fiest, then the title s, then the (plaee it was published, year it was
published) in brackets, then the page number/s the quote or fact or argument can be found

Say you want to reference a book by John Guy on Tudor England. You repeated a fact you found on page 24 That would

be footnoted like this:

John Guy, Tuder England, (Oxdord, 1990) p. 25

I Lrsed page 04 of.a bock with more.
than ane autmorremtar. How o1
retesence that?

Like this:

(Oxford,

oug and Susan Willoughby, Civil Right

p-Ba.

Give it m
a go!

MR B e

It is up to the teacher whether this is recommended, or practiced in class time with the answers
in .pdf form and the worksheet in Word.doc for students to edit and print out. Since the Welsh
Bacc generally encourages Harvard, this is there purely for those students looking to do a History
degree, to help with the transition and get them to practice this footnoting method prior to
University level.
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